
Achieved by WORKS - Given by GRACE 
 
Introduction: God rules His kingdom by covenants in the same way that we use contracts, He uses covenants to 
show His commitment in justifying and reconciling us to Him. Now a contract always has two parts, each person 
involved in the contract must fulfill their part. Not fulfilling one’s part brings certain consequences. 
 
In the History of salvation which starts before creation, God has used the system of covenants so we can be sure of 
what He expects from us and Himself.  
 
In my study of these covenants to understand God’s contracts with humanity that deals with saving us I’ve learned 
five things.  
 
Man’s perfect obedience to God and His law is essential to salvation.  
That disobedience to God and His law ends in death. 
That God has never gone soft on His contract or changed His requirements. 
Good works, obedience and perfection are an essential part of the plan of salvation. 
That grace can only be offered after God’s full requirements have been met.  
 
Another thing that I’ve learned is that the salvation of man is a process that started before the world was even 
created.  
 
It isn’t a result of God making mistakes and having to make changes and make it up as He goes. It is a process that 
will benefit the universe and completely understood when we reach a state of perfection.  
 
Revelation 13:8 
 
8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world. 
 
Ephesians 1:4 
 
4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love, 
 
1 Peter 1:20 
 
20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you. 
 
We find different types of covenants.  
 
Covenant of works 
Unconditional covenant  
Covenant of grace (the new covenant) 
 
I.  THE CREATION COVENANT – (Covenant of Works)  
 

A. Genesis 2:7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living being. 
 
B. Genesis 2:15-17 Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep 
it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 



but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die.” 
 
This sure doesn’t look like a covenant of grace, at the time of this covenant thereo was no sin and for 
grace to exist sin has to exist prior to it.  
 
It was a covenant of works, it was based on man obeying, if he disobeyed, he would die.  

 
 
 
Adams obedience would give him eternal life and build the kingdom of God and through Adam all of humanity 
would fill the whole earth and ultimately receive eternal life in God’s Kingdom. So there was life and God actually 
had a plan for His Kingdom with Adam but Adam derailed that train.  
 
II. ADAM DISOBEYS  
 
Genesis 3:7-8 
 
7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves coverings. 
 
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 
 
Genesis 3:15 
 
15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your 
head, 
 
And you shall bruise His heel.” 
 
Genesis 3:21 
 
21 Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed them. 
 
Genesis 3:22 
 
22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he 
put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever” 
 
Result of Adams disobedience 
 
Romans 5:12-19 
 
12 Therefore, just as through one-man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all 
men, because all sinned— 13 (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the 
likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the 
offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the 
one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. 
For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many 
offenses resulted in justification. 17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more 



those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus 
Christ.) 
 
18 Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so 
through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one 
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous. 
 
III. THE COVENANT OF REDEMPTION 
 
Jesus, the second Adam under the same type of covenant as the first Adam, a covenant of works. For Jesus to save 
humanity He had to be obedient, be perfect, keep the law in a human body with 2000 years of depravity.  
 
Only Jesus could do this cause the lamb had to be perfect and we God looked at humans we are all sick, the 
Psalmist said “in sin my mother conceived me” and Paul said there’s not one, not even one.  
 
 
Jesus came like the first Adam mortal but not born in sin but with the ability and weakness to sin.  Remember His 
father was the Holy Spirit. 
  
When the rich young man asked Jesus, what could he do to be saved and Jesus said: “keep the commandments” 
He wasn’t kidding. 
 
Eternal life requires perfect obedience to God’s law and Jesus came to meet that requirement so that we could eat 
of the tree of life. 
 

A. Matthew 5:17-18 “Do not think that  I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to 
destroy but to fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle 
will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 
 
B. John 17:4-5 I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. 
5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the 
world was. 
 
C. Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with  our weaknesses, but was 
in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

 
7. Jesus overcame where Adam failed. temptations in the wilderness temptation by Peter garden of Gethsemane 
when Peter and Jesus eyes met  
 
8. Philippians says that being God He humbled himself and became obedient even obedient to death.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:45-49 
 
45 And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 
 
46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the earth, 
made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are 
made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 And as we have borne the image 
of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man. 
 
And because the new Adam was perfect in obedience under the the law he could now say the following:  
 



Matthew 26:27-28 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 
28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
 
Grace is a word that is thrown around and most of the time presented on its own but is cheap when presented 
without works and perfect obedience. In fact, when presented without works and perfect obedience it cheapens 
the gospel, it may even present God as one who went soft or changed His mind about bringing death upon 
violators to His law. Salvation was not achieved by grace it was achieved by by works, perfect obedience, pain, 
suffering and death.  
 
Conclusion: About two years ago I inherited from my parents some properties that they had owned for many 
years. They were given to me, but they weren’t given to my parents, my parents had to work, sweat and save to 
get them. They didn’t inherit them, they weren’t given to them, but because they had earned them now they could 
do as they pleased with them, so before they died they put in a contract, in a covenant: son upon our death what 
we worked for, sweated for, saved for will become yours.  
 
It became mine as a gift as an inheritance by grace, as a gift.  
 
The only way that I can use it properly is by understanding that they were purchased by works so that I may 
receive it as an inheritance. 
 
And because Jesus overcame, we shall eat of the tree of life.  
 
Grace isn’t the way salvation was achieved, grace is the way it’s offered to us today but it was achieved by works, 
perfect obedience and death by the representor of humanity our Lord and savior who became a man like us to 
fulfill the requirements required by a perfect God.  
Grace is a result of sin; you can’t have grace if there isn’t any sin. To say that there was grace in God’s creation you 
would have to say that there was sin. 
 
The representative role of Adam 
Adam was required to be perfect  
Gen 2:17 
 
Creation was intended to go somewhere, multiply and fill the earth, the Sabbath was a tupen sign and simbólico 
rest a final rest that humanity.  
 
The existence of the tree of life in the garden means that Adam didn’t have eternal life within him Gen. 3:22. 
Hebrew “live forever”.  
 
To eat of the tree of life was to live forever but to eat of the tree office in sin was dangerous.  
 
Jesus had eternal life.  
 
I Cor 15:42-45 first Adam a living soul not a spiritual body.  
 
Rev. 2:7 he over comes will it of the tree of life.  
 
Rev. 22:2  
 
Gen. 3:22 he might stretch out his hand and also (gam) partake of the tree of life.  
 
Jesus says he who eats of me has eternal life and you can’t lose eternal life. 


